®,, Jurgen & Katja

v “2/\ Serving God on Madagascar
7\

Newsletter April 2025
Dear brothers, sisters and friends,

The last newsletter was an extensive report on everything that happens here. This newsletter we hope to keep a little
shorter, but certainly no less interesting.

The trip to Maroamboka last January

Actually, that was more or less wishful thinking. Sometimes the rains come later in the season. This time, just about all the
cyclones arrived in January. Those rains that come along are great for the farmers, but less fortunate for the roads. Our
friends in Maroamboka advised us not to come. Since there were no pressing matters to attend to, we called off the trip.
It's always a tough decision because you know it can only be done again two months later. On the other hand: When it
rains that hard, there is not much you can do anyway. The paths become dangerously slippery and most people are poorly
accessible as a result.

New Planning

The new trip has already been prepared. | (Jurgen), together with Abbey and Siemen, hope to return to the village on
Monday 14% of April. We have a lot to do! | hope to renew all the water pipes. Repairs need to be made to the concrete
foundation, and things need to be cleaned.

During this trip, | hope to make some further arrangements with the leaders of the churches in Maroamboka. These
arrangements are about mentoring Bible students.

Bible-students

Hey! Did | mention something about Bible students just now? Yes indeed, a wish we have had for a long time seems to be
happening now. During the previous visit, Jonoro had come with us. Jonoro is a Malagasy pastor, and he has an awful lot
of contacts. Jonoro raised the topic here and there, and that ball started rolling. We are now actively working with two
groups.

The first group comes from Vohipeno. This town is relatively close to our village. It is Thadee's group. We have known
Thadee for a long time. Eight years ago, Thadee and his wife Haja were stationed as missionaries in lkongo—the centre
of the Antanala region. He now teaches young Malagasy Christians himself. As part of this teaching—and his wish to
strengthen our ministry—he hopes to come to Maroamboka for a week sometime soon. This group is unlikely to have
much trouble with the language as they live relatively close by (still 4 hours away by car).

The other group is from Tulear. That is much further away! Their trip will take about two days. These students mainly
speak the Vezo-Malagasy language, and most have no experience with areas elsewhere on Madagascar, let alone in such a
remote place as Maroamboka. For this group, it will be a bit of a shock when dealing with different customs and a
different language. Jonoro has also trained these students and hopes—and we with him—that he can come along
himself.

But ... Sponsorship ...

Yes, now, of course, we come to finances. These students (not all) had the opportunity to study because there was a
budget for their daily needs. Other students had to study mainly in the evenings so they could work during the day.

Travel and accommodation in Maroamboka is not in their budget. Of course, students are allowed to stay in our house for
free. The cooking utensils, mats to sleep on, and all other adaptations are a great use of our own time and money as far
as we are concerned.

But the journey, and food whilst travelling, is very expensive by Malagasy standards. Also, some students will also not be
able to work during that week. In preparation, they went to several churches to raise sponsorship. As it turns out, getting
that done is not so easy. Having money, and giving money away is a very sensitive issue on Madagascar. We are dealing
with one of the poorest countries in the world.
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Yet, we felt it was importan n of our Lord Jesus is
telling churches to send missionaries and evangelists into the world. Secretly you hope the churches are eager ... Surely
that will take some more time here.

May we Appeal to You? !

Initially, | suggested that the students might be able to set up a
GoFundMe campaign. That was one of my less bright ideas. Suc
a campaign is effective in the West, but here each potential
sponsor has to be asked individually.

To make things a little easier for the students, we have agreed
with AIM-Netherlands to set up a separate fund for this. We
hope to raise about 1,000 euros for these two groups. May
we appeal to you?

It will be a great learning moment for these enthusiastic :
students. But even better than that! These students have a -
heart for their own people. P

The situation reminded me strongly of the collection Paul did
in Corinth. The apostle Paul asked for money from the wuse LA : b N
churches to support those in need, especially the impoverished Een deel van de studenten uit Tulear,
church in Jerusalem. He encouraged the Corinthians to met Jonoro en zijn vrouw links vooraan.
contribute generously and reminded them of their own
blessings and the importance of helping others.

The students come from poor churches, but despite the
poverty, they want to reach their fellow countrymen with the
message of hope and salvation! What a privilege that we can
witness this and contribute to it!

Those of you with a Dutch bank-account can make
contributions via the following link:
https://aimint.vigilantdms.nl/ed022/?bestemd=02210
Oryou can scan the QR code

OEp0)

De Bijbelleraren uit Tulear,
met Jonoro rechts.

For those among you who have their bank accounts outside the
Netherlands, you can use one of the following options:

STRIPE: https://donate.stripe.com/9AQ03q5iWFPM9fW144
PAYPALME: https://paypal.me/jurgenenkatja

Please mention that the gift is given For the bible-students!
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Short News
Just one last update regarding translation work. We met a young lady who grew up in Ikongo (the centre of the Antanala
area). Delia is her name, and she is temporarily living in the capital. We have found Delia willing to record the Gospel of
Luke. We hope to get the whole book finished before she goes back to Ikongo.

Every chapter is a blessing! For many people, audiobooks are a godsend because they cannot read or write. Please join us
in prayer, that we will finish as many chapters as possible!

A big thank you for your prayers for Katja who had broken her collarbone. Meanwhile, the bone seems to have healed
well without the need for medical intervention. Katja says she still suffers from the muscle in her neck—it is a bit stiff so
to speak. Fortunately, she has not compromised on mobility.

That Was it For Now!

Dear friends,

We hope that after reading this letter, you, like us, are also looking forward to what the future holds. We can make plans
but one thing we know for sure is that “what the Lord intends, happens.” (Proverbs 19:21)

We feel privileged to receive so much support in our work. Thank you for your prayers, compassion, and support!
Together with you, we want to keep trusting in the Lord! For God is good, always! And always God is good!

We sincerely wish you God's blessing!
Katja & Jurgen

Vanya, Issa, Abbey, Dani and Simeon Hofmann

Prayer/Thanksgiving points:

Grateful we are because:

1) we serve a great and mighty God;
2) God adds daily to the Church;
3) we see more and more Malagasy with a heart for mission;
4) Jonoro helps us so much;
5) Delia wants to record Luke's gospel;
6) Katja's collarbone has healed well.
Pray for/that
7) our financial standing will return to normal;
8) the next trip to our village;
9) we may find enough sponsorship for the students;

10) The audio recordings with Delig;

11) the plans to bring students to the village.
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Follow us Support us!

Jurgen & Katja Hofmann

Vanya, Issa, Abbey, Dani & Siemen  Donors from other countries can
Postal address: contact the following offices:
BP714, Antananarivo 101 uUs:

Madagaskar EU:

Contact person The Netherlands: NL:

David Pavlotzky

for more

Go to our website to find more details about how you can support us.

ways to contact us:

Thlngs to pray for: Were do we serve? Disclaimer

. Location Openstreet Maps: Thank you so much for your interest in
We are thankful because: Maroamboka, Madagaskar- our ministry to the Antanala people on
1) we we serve a great and mighty Madagascar. We greatly appreciate the
God; love and support of the wonderful
. . ) Location Google Maps: people that God has put around us. This
2) God adds daily to His Church; Maroamboka, Madagaskar- ministry is much larger than our family,
3) we see more and more Malagasy and we cannot do it alone.

with a heart for mission;

You have either signed up to receive
4) Jonoro helps us so much; this newsletter or you have been an
important part of our lives and we
thought you would like to know about
our journey. If at any point you no

6) Katja's collarbone has healed well. A longer want to receive this newsletter,

Pray that/for: please unsubscribe:

7) our financial standing will return to
normal;

5) Delia wants to record Luke's
gospel;

8) the next trip to our village;

9) we may find enough sponsorship for
the students;

10) The audio recordings with Delia;

11) the plans to bring students to the
village.
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